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201 6 Information Package

Thank you for becoming a 201 6 Ontario BioBlitz participant!

We are very excited to have you join us this year ! Included in this Package is information in order
to have a safe and enjoyable BioBlitz:

Schedule, Safety & Potential Hazards, Code of Conduct, What to Bring, Parking info

SCHEDULE

Saturday June 1 1th

9:00am onwards : Registration sign-in begins at Riverwood at the top of the Main Parking Lot just
before the MacEwan Terrace.

10:30 or before Intensive Bioblitz team s start to assemble at MacEwan Terrace

11:00am: Opening Ceremonies at the MacEwan Terrace; NatureFest public festival opens
11:30am : Intensive BioBlitz Teams disperse

12:00pm: BioBlitz Begins

24 HRS FULL OF OBLI TZI NGO

5:00pm: NatureFest public festival clo ses

Sunday June 1 2th

5:30am 0 8:30am: Continental Breakfast (where?)

12:00pm: BioBlitz Surveying Ends

12:00pm & 3:00pm: Celebratory BBQ at the picnic tables at Riverwood on Chappell Lawn . Some
teams continue processing and identifying collected specimens.

BASE CAMP DIRECTIONS & MAP

Please see the website for this information . http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/

A Google map is available here:

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1 5yFSUAdfUS51VEFQ -EmY7kiEO4U&usp=sharing

PARTICIPATION

SIGN-IN is mandatory and will commence at 9: 00am on Saturday, June 11" 2016 and will
continue until 9pm . Y o u &gh the Lsability and Model Relea se Waiver & pick up your t-shirt.

Intensive Blitz groups are taxon-specific (for example, Fungi, Insects, Plants or Mammals) and will
be managedbya 0 Tax on Co 6 ASREGIES DEPOT will be stationed in theMacEwan Barn
at Riverwood. Data entry, phot o submissions and species verification will occur here.

Registered Youth Blitzers (those under 18yrs old) must be accompanied by a parent or legal
guardian. The Ontario BioBlitz group will validate High -School student volunteer hours to
registered youth b litzers, to a maximum of 10hrs. Please bring your forms with you.


http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_5yFSUAdfU51VEFQ-EmY7kiEO4U&usp=sharing

INATURALIST CANADA

‘w? iNaturalist.ca

The /Naturalist Canada mobile app for Android and Apple platforms was launched in 2015, and
allows users to record their observations, catalogue and share details , and upload photos which
can be aggregated and verified by NatureServe Canada and other experts. The  /Naturalist Canada
app is available in Englis h and French on the iTunes and Google Play stores . The app can also be
accessed from a website available at www.inaturalist.ca . iNaturalist Canada is run by the

Canadian Wildlife Federation (CWF) and ROM Biodiversity, along with the California Academy of
Sciences, Parks Canada, NatureServe Canada, and Hinterland Who's Who. Be sure to join our
2016 Project: http://inaturalist.ca/projects/ontario  -bioblitz -2016 -credit-river-watershed or search
for o0ONt ar iithintBe appBtself. We encowage you to download and try out the app
before the blitz.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

The BioBlitz will take place in all weather conditions (rain or shine) except for lightning and
thunderstorms. If you hear thunder or see lightning in the field you = must suspend your surveying
immediately and find a safe place to wait out the storm. In this event,  you mustwaita MINIMUM
of 30 minutes from the last thunder or lightning strike before it is safe to resume your
field work. Keep track of time and always r e-start your 30 minute count every time the
thunder/lightning hits again.

RULES & CODE OF CONDUCT

-Please avoid all private properties

-Please stay a respectful distance from all tenanted houses

-Please do not park or block driveways or farm access areas

-Please avoid damaging any crops and stay away from farm machinery

-IMPORTANT: Please note that some areas visited during the BioBlitz may include areas not
designated as public use.

-Please stay off railway right -of-way

-Please be respectful of wildlife, do not harm or harass any animals

-Please minimize trampling and destruction of vegetation as much as possible

-If non -target wildlife is trapped it should be released immediately

-Please do not share location information of sensitive species at risk with  the public or media
-Any unintentional mortality of any wildlife during your surveys should be reported to taxon leads.
-Please do not disturb any traps or apparatus that other surveyors are using (eg. Malaise traps,
Snake boards or salamander boards)

-ABSOLUTELY NO PETS are allowed to join you during the  BioBlitz. However, pets are normally
permitted on official trails. Animals that assist a person with a disability are permitted.

-Please do not leave any litter and anything you bring in please take out wi  th you


http://www.inaturalist.org/
http://inaturalist.ca/projects/ontario-bioblitz-2016-credit-river-watershed

FOOD + WHAT TO BRING

Potable water will be available at Riverwood. Trail mix will be handed out at registration. We will
also provide a light continental breakfast on Sunday morning with coffee & tea , and Sunday lunch
with a BBQ.

Some tips on oth er things to bring :
1 Sunscreen, hat, insect repellant
1 Closed-toe and supportive shoes and long pants/ socks protect you from red ants and
poison ivy
1 Rain Gear: rubber boots, waterproof jacket/pants
i Field Equipment: binoculars, magnifiers, GPS, camera, field guides, notebook, pens/pencils,
flashlights etcé
1 *Refillable water bottle* and/or travel mug

CAMPING

A separate info package will be sent for all confirmed campers.

PARKING

Parking at Riverwood is complimentary and available to all BioBlitz participant  s. In order to park,
please print a copy of the parking sign below (and on the info package downl oad page

as a separate document)  to place on your dash.

Overflow parking near base camp is available at Erindale Go Station (approx. 10  -15 minute walk
from base camp).

At Field Localities (for Intensive BioBlitz ers): parking arrangements vary; specifics for these
various locations will be forwarded to taxon leads for dissemination to their ~ teams.



Ontario
BioBlitz

Ontario BioBlitz
Credit River Watershed
Sat. June 11 + Sun. June 12, 2016
PARKING PASS
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SAFETY & POTENTIAL HAZARD S

1. Cell phones - Taxon leads and team leaders should have a fully charged cell phone with

Noahs

them at all times . Give your number to all members of your taxon team and get their

numbers.

Black legged deer ticks may carry Lyme disease 0 Ticks may be present in the areas we
are surveying. It is recommended that you wear long pants and light =
coloured clothing to better spot ticks that may be on your clothing.

Check yourself and others after completing inventory activities. If you are
bitten, seek medical attenti on as soon as possible. If possible, safely
remove the tick and keep it for analysis by the local Public Health Dept.
Northern Black widow spiders dSee images. If bitten, clean wound
thoroughly with soap and water, keep it clean, apply ice pack to slow
down venom, lbuprofen will help alleviate the pain. Seek medical '
attention at your nearest hospital. If possible, photograph or collect  the spider. Keep the
person calm.

West Nile virus and mosquitoes o wear long pants and long sleeves.
Europe an Fire ants 0 Be aware of this species since the sting is very painful.
Coyotes 0Be aware that they are present
Water Courses, wetlands, water front 0 Exercisecommon sense near water. Be aware of
where the rescu e lines are near water bodies. Group lead ers will designate entry and exi t
points in/out of the water. N ever have any person working alone.
First Aid 0 There will be a First Aid station at Riverwood. If a serious injury occurs at any
other site you should call 911, or go to a hospital emergency & and call your taxon lead to
tell them of the incident and your plans. All participants are encouraged to bring a first aid
kit or supplies with them if possible.
Poisonous or annoying plants 0 Stinging nettle, poison ivy, cow parsnip and giant
hogweed, a ll plants that cause contact dermatitis, may be found on the sites we will be
inventorying. Wearing long pants and long sleeves can minimize potential exposure to these
plants. Washing well as soon as you can, will also help to reduce the severity of the  reaction,
especially to poison ivy.

stinging nettle  Urtica dioica




o
G

cow parsnip  Heracleum maximum giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianu m

There are many species that are mistaken for giant hogweed. Check out th is web page for
more info on look -a-likes http://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/files/HogweedLookAlikes  .pdf

Along the Credit River, the floodplain in particular has the densest patches of Giant

Hogweed/Parsnip, and extreme caution should be taken when going off -trail at Riverwood on

the Culham (Orange) Trail and Red Trail in the valley.

At Terra Cotta, t here is poison ivy directly adjacent to the trail on terra cotta lane by wolf lake

and at the junction where terra cotta lane meets the Vaughn trail.

9. Sun safety 0 keep hydrated, wear sunscreen and a hat, and take adequate breaks.

10. Trail safety o Be aware of dead hanging branches. Thes e o0wi dohavethak er s 6
potential to come loose and strike someone on the head causing severe or fatal injury.

11. Conservation ethics and collecting: One-time permission has been given for off -trail
exploration and collecting a ctivities on the sites included in the BioBlitz, following standard
protocols for each discipline. Taxon leads will communicate these protocols to their teams.

PUBLIC PROGRAMMING

Finall vy, spread the word to fri endred,tleredil fedotaiof vy ; eve
activities happening at Riverwood throughout the blitz , at our NatureFest public festival !
More information can be found on the Ontario  BioBlitz website:

http://www.ontariobioblitz.ca/2016 -event-information.html , and on the next page:


http://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/files/HogweedLookAlikes.pdf

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE
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